206      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
to hear him on the following day, when he again vigorously denounced the practice.     His hearers wept, and Augustine himself was moved to tears, as he wrote afterwards to Alypius.     However, he was told  that there was still a strong group  of obstinate feasters, who were resolved to hold the celebration   as   usual.    On   the   morning   of  the feast he came to the basilica with a carefully prepared denunciation of the custom, and a resolve to ' shake his   garments   of  them   and   abandon them ' if they continued their opposition.    Fortunately, the leaders of the obstinate party came to discuss the matter with him, and were persuaded to desist.    There was great rejoicing, of a purely religious order, in the basilica all that day.     The prepared oration was  set   aside,   and  Augustine gave them an impromptu address,   in   which   he naively explains how these festivals were a concession to the early * converts ' from paganism ; and he has also to explain away the  evil example of the Church of Rome.    And when the sound of rejoicing comes from the Donatist basilica down the street, he points  out  to  his  sorely  tempted people how far superior is their spiritual celebration.    They remained all day singing hymns and in the church, and the agap* were never